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New Courses Spring 2009!

POS 399: Energ Analysis in
Portland
Dr. Michael Hamilton
T/T H1:15-2:30

Students will develop a conceptual framework for
analysis of energy technologies and alternative
national energy policy choices in terms of their
financial, environmental, and national secutity
costs and benefits. Issues associated with imple-
mentation of US energy policies will be examined
in the context of major social goals (e.g., growth,
equity), with treatment of conflicts and trade-offs
between energy development and other social
values (e.g.,, health and safety, cultural and aes-
thetic values). No prerequisites. Previous or con-
current enrollment in POS 101 useful but not
required.

POS 380: Giil Rights
Dr. William Coogan
Thursdays 4:10-6:40

This course is about belonging to the American
political community. Fear of the “other” has
produced suppression of immigrants, Catholics,
Jews, blacks, Native Americans, women, gays and
lesbians, laborers, and the poor. Nevertheless, the
ideal of equality has produced much public policy
and constitutional law directed at building an
inclusive community of equals. These policies
and laws form the subject matter of the course.
Prerequisit: POS 101]

POS 380: Tie Refugee Experience:
From There tOo Here
Dr. Lynn Kuzma, Jeff Thaler, and
Reza alali
Tuesdays 4:10-6:40

Genocide, ethnic cleansing, civil wars, decoloni-
zation and political targeting have led to the
forced dislocation of millions of civilians from
their homes. At the start of 2008 alone, there
wetre 11.4 million people classified as refugees -
those individuals who flee their country of na-
tionality due to persecution on account of their
race, religion, nationality, or membership in a
particular group.

This course explores the causes, consequences,
experiences of, and responses to, forced migra-
tion. We will examine the political, sociological,
psychological, legal, and historical problems of
refugees with an emphasis on the shocks, dislo-
cations, adjustments and resettlement of refu-
gees. Specific case studies will be drawn from
Sudan, Cambodia, Bosnia-Herzegovina and So-
malia, the countries of origin for many of
Maine’s refugees.

Over the last twenty-five years, approximately
20,000 refugees have relocated to Maine. A goal
of this course is to link the international and the
local issues associated with refugees and forced
migrants. Thus, each student in the course will
partake in a service-learning project with a refu-
gee service provider in the Greater Portland area.

Political Science Couses - Spring 2009

POS 101] Intro to American Gov’t
POS 104] Intro to International Relations

POS 203 Intro to Political Science Research
POS 205 Intro to Comparative Politics
POS 234 Race and Ethnicity in US Politics
POS 256 Media and Politics

2:00-3:15P M/W, 4:10-6:40P W, 7:00-9:30P T
2:45-4:00P M/W
1:15-2:30P M/W
11:45-1:00P T/ Th
11:45-1:00P T/Th
10:15-11:30A M/W

POS 290 Intro to Political Theory 10:15-11:30A T/Th

POS 299 Intro to Human Rights
POS 340 Politics of Developing Nations
POS 349 Middle East in International Politics
POS 365 Environmental Politics and Policy
POS 380 Civil Rights  4:10-6:40 Th

POS 380 Global Leadership: US Role in World Affairs
POS 380 The Refugee Experience: From There to Here
4:10-6:40P T
2:45-4:00P T
2:45-400P Th

POS 380 Revolutions of Modern China
POS 395 MUN Global Educators
POS 396 MUN Conference Planners

11:45-1:00P M/W

11:45 - 1:00P M/W
2:45-4:00P 'T/Th

10:15-11:30A T/ Th

1:15-2:30P T/ Th
4:10-6:40P T

POS 399 Energy Policy Analysis in Portland ~ 1:15-2:30P T/ Th

POS 47X Political Science Internships

4:10-6:40P M

POS 380: Global Leadship:
The US®Role in World Affairs
Dr. Lynn Kuzma

T/T H 1:152:30

This course begins as a new President of the
United States is sworn in. As our new leader
enters office, he will inherit two wars, a global
financial crisis, warnings of ecological disaster,
and soaring energy costs. It will be imperative
that the new President define and implement
coherent and effective strategies to address these
formidable challenges. Specifically, the course will
address the following questions:

* What are the most important trends, chal-
lenges, and underlying conditions that will con-
front the new Administration?

* Is there a central theme or “grand design”
that should guide U.S. foreign policy in the com-
ing era?

* Can or should the United States aspire to be
the leader in the world? Considering the oppor-
tunities, costs, and risks, is it to the benefit of
ordinary Americans to try to be the world leader?

* What are the issues and areas that pose the
greatest risks, threats, and vulnerabilities in 2009
and beyond?

* Conversely, what will be the greatest
strengths, assets, and opportunities for the United
States to play an effective and constructive role in
international affairs?

Students in the course will attend the Camden
Conference (Feb 20-22") telecast at the Abrom-
son Center on USM’ Portland Campus. This
exciting conference provides the opportunity for
students to interact with some of the country’s
leading experts on US foreign policy.

POS 299: Into to Human Rights
Anna Collins
M/W 11:45-1:00

This course examines the civil, political, eco-
nomic, social, and cultural rights that make up the
essence of the human rights movement. Students
in this course will examine the definition of hu-
man rights as described in the United Nations
Charter, and other internationally recognized
documents. Time will be spent exploring how
human rights are enforced globally, and the
methods available to bring to justice those who
violate the agreed-upon doctrine.



Summer 2009 Cowes

POS 299: Breign Policy at the Movies

In this course students will explore issues in United
States past foreign policy behavior, examine the
actors and issues that influence it, and discuss ave-
nues for its future direction. Popular films and
documentaries will be used as case exemplars to
complement the readings and class discussions.

Films may include: Fog of War, Syriana, Good Night,
and Good Luck, Fabrenheit 911, Dr. Strangelove, Inva-
sion of the Body Snatchers, Black Hawk Down, and
Atonric Cafe.

POS 405: he European Union

An overview of the European Union, its origins,
institutions and economic policies in explaining
how different countries and cultures have cooper-
ated to form such an example of regional integra-
tion. This is a great opportunity for students to
learn from a visiting professor, Franjo Stiblar, who
has had first hand, high-level experience in interna-
tional organizations. The class is open to all under-
graduates: majors in political science, economics,
business, sociology, and history in general will par-
ticularly enjoy it! - Will be held on the Portland
Campus.

POS 101]: Intro to American Government
POS 104J: Intro to International Relations
POS 205: Intro to Comparative Politics

Political Science
Internship Program

The USM Political Science Department of-
fers a structured 6-credit hour program for local
internships during the 2009 spring semester. The
program is open to students who have an internship
facilitated by the department or obtain an internship
on their own.

Internship applicatons are due no laér than
4:30 pm. on November 11

Applicants must take part in an interview
with Professor Klotz, of the Political Science De-
partment, the following day, November 18%. Please
schedule an interview when you turn in the applica-
tion. You may also call Amelia Golden at 780-4283
to schedule a time.

Advising Update

Registration for Spring 2008 strts Nov. 10

The number of credit hours you have completed will determine
when you may sign up br classes. he dakes ae as bllows:

Nov. 10 - Senias with 114 or mae credits
Nov. 12 - Senia with 84 or moe credits
Nov. 13 - dniors with 69 or moe credits

Nov. 14 - dniors with 54 or moe credits

Nov. 17 - Sophomaes with 39 or moe credits
Nov. 18 - Sophomaes with 24 or moe credits
Nov. 19 - Feshmen wit 12 or moe credits
Nov. 20 - Feshmen wih more than .5 cedits
Nov. 21 - Feshmen wit zero credits

Please egister for your classes as soon a®y getyour
PIN as all courses wih fewer than 12 sidents enolled
will be canceled by edy December

*Please noe that you must obtain your PIN number from your
advisor b sign up for classes. ¥u may confact your advisor b
setup an appoinment, or sop in during office hours.

Faculty Office Hours and Conact Information

Mahmud Faksh mfaksh(@usm.maine.edu
780-4532 M/W 1:00-2:00, ot by appointment

Michael Hamilton michaelh@usm.maine.edu
780-4190 T/R 12:00-1:00, ot by appointment

Robert Klotz rklotz@usm.maine.edu

780-4193 M/W 12:00-1:00, M 3:00-4:00, ot by appointment
Lynn Kuzma, Chair, kuzma@usm.maine.edu

780-4347 T/R 10:00-10:30 & 4:00-4:30, or by appointment
Richard Maiman, maiman@maine.edu

780-4191 W 1:15-3:15, or by appointment
Ron Schmidt rschmidt@usm.maine.edu

780-4581 M/W 3:30-5:00, ot by appointment
Francesca Vassallo -On Sabbatical until Fall 2009- Contact the

Department @ 780-4283 to get a temporary reassignment
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Dr. Kuzma Recewves Harward Award for Sewnice-Learning Excellence

In the spring of 2008, Dr. Lynn Kuzma was awarded the

Donald Harward Faculty Award for Service-Learning Ex-
cellence. Each year the Harward Center, at Bates College,
and the Maine Campus Compact recognize outstanding
faculty who incorporate service-learning in their teaching
to promote civic engagement. After being nominated by
Interim President Joseph Wood, Dr. Kuzma was asked to
compile a portfolio of her work on curriculum develop-
ment and her efforts at dissemination of this pedagogy to
colleagues in Maine as well as those nationally. Dr. Kuzma
was honored at a lunch reception at the State House in
Augusta.

In the last ten years, Dr. Lynn Kuzma has developed a se-
ries of programs emphasizing the importance of global
citizenship. She established the Maine Model United Na-

ference for high school students organized and facilitated
by USM students. Students also have the opportunity to
take a course entitled Global Educators which places USM
students in local high schools where they teach about the
United Nations, global issues and how to be good delegates
at the Model UN conference. All these efforts reinforce
civic and global education.

Dr. Kuzma plans to expand service-learning opportunities
this spring in a course entitled “The Refugee Experience:
From There to Here” After learning about the causes of
forced migration and the experiences of refugees in transit
students will gain an understanding of the refugees in our
own community. To facilitate this, students will be paired
with community service providers that help refugees in the
Greater Portland area.

tions Program that includes a Model United Nations con-

Faculty Update

Professor Mahmud Fakshwill be teaching POS 205 in the spring semester 2009 in lieu of Professor Francesca Vassallo
who is currently on sabbatical. He has conducted a Maine Humanities Council book club discussion series, “Let’s Talk About
It,” at Sprigvale and Wells-Ogunquit Public Libraries. Professor Faksh has just published a book review on The Iraqi Predica-
ment: People in the Quagmire of Power Politics, in the “Whitehead Journal of Diplomacy and International Relations.” He also gave
a lecture on jihad in Islam to the Senior Cadets class at the US Military Academy at West Point. He has been reflecting on this
subject of the doctrine and practice of jihad for quite sometime, and he is now pursuing it as a possible research project for
his upcoming sabbatical in spring 2010. Professor Faksh will be featured as a Maine Humanities Council Scholar in this
month’s MHC newsletter.

A new book by Professor Michael Hamilon, The Dynamics of Law, 4th ed. (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, Inc.), appeated in
Spting and is being used as a text in “POS 363 Legal Process & the Environment” this semester. Described as "an introduc-
tion to the American legal system for undergraduates," and an easy read, the book gives students a (little) taste of what they
might expect in law school. His coauthor George W. Spiro (University of Massachusetts) is deceased (1994).

Professor Robert Klotz authored a chapter in the new edited book Mosh the Polls. His chapter uses survey data to explore
how being a young adult affects exposure to political content through the traditional and new media. One important finding
is that young adults behave differently online than other adults in a way that may foster future political participation.

Professor Richard Maimarhas begun a two-year "partial phased retitement.” In 2008 and 2009 he will be teaching during
the Fall semesters only. In Spring 2009 he will return to the UK, where he is a Visiting Fellow at the University of Essex Hu-
man Rights Centre. He may be spending time at the University of Pretoria in South Africa as well.

Professor Ponald Schmidtspent the summer working on an article about the influence of apocalyptic thinking on the Bush
Administration and the "War on Terror,” and he is currently trying to keep up with the election. He has been interviewed by
channels 0, 8, and 13, the Portland Press Herald and the New York Post about campaign narratives, ads, and the issue of race in
the current elections. And speaking of race and the election, he will be offering a section of POS 234, "The Politics of Race
and Ethnicity,” this spring. He also appeared on an episode of "Maine Watch" on MPBN, where provided analysis of the
debates for Maine's candidates for the House of Representatives.

Professor Fancesca ¥ssallois currently enjoying her sabbatical year in Paris, where she is doing research on France’s EU
Presidency. Her upcoming publications include a book chapter on European Federalism in “The Ashgate Research Com-
panion on Federalism.”
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paredness programs.

Alumni Update

Jake Shebel O05ecently received his Masters of Public Policy with a focus on Homeland/National
Security from American University's School of Public Affairs, in Washington, DC. He now does policy
analysis for DeticaDFI, a consulting firm that helps FEMA implement and evaluate their domestic pre-

Chris Marcoux OO@ecently joined the faculty at Virginia Tech. He has research and teaching interests in international
organizations, international law, international environmental politics, qualitative and quantitative methods. He is in the
process of transforming his dissertation, "Theoretical Approaches to the Design of Multlateral Environmental
Agreements," into a book. He is interested expanding his research to evaluate the impacts of institutional design
choices on the effectiveness of international environmental institutions. Dr. Marcoux has presented his research at
annual meetings of the Northeast Political Science Association, the American Political Science Association, and the
International Studies Association. He has a review of work on delegation in international organizations forthcoming

in International Studies Review.

Thomas Oatley O8T7Int ernational Studies) in now an associate professor at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. He is the author of Monetary Politics (1997, University of Michigan Press), which
investigates the political economy of exchange rate cooperation in the Ewropean Union, and International
Political Economy: Interests and Institutions in the Global Economy (2003, Longman). He has also published
articles in International Organization, The American Journal of Political Science, Public Choice, and International
Politics. His current research focuses on developing countries and the international financial system.

Student Group Updates

Political Science Sident Associaton

The Political Science Student Association
(PSSA) is a non-partisan service organiza-
tion for majors, minors, activist members
of the campus community and just-plain
political junkies. This semester has been
hectic, with sponsored viewings of presi-
dential and vice-presidential debates, cam-
pus events and political forums. After the
election, the group will resume a regular
meeting schedule, complete with group
debates on public policy at pubs and
restaurants around town.

Interested parties should contact PSSA
president Jenni Lakin or the faculty advi-
sor, Professor Ronald Schmidt

rschmidt@usm.maine.edu

Model United Nations Organizaion

This semester, MUNO’ members have
been busy co-sponsoring both the
Pingree-Summers debate held in the Ab-
romson Center on Oct 14" and the
United Nations Day film screening on
October 24™. They have also been raising
through their
(Thursdays in the
Woodbury Campus Center, Portland).

money for conferences

weekly bake sales

For their fall trip, MUNO decided to go to
the National Model UN Conference in
Washington, DC which runs October 31%f
- November 2. Nineteen students repre-
sented three countries, including Greece,
which has a Security Council seat.

Upon returning from Washington, mem-
bers will begin preparations for the McGill
MUN Conference in January in Montreal,
and the World Model UN Conference in
April, which will be held in The Hague,
The Netherlands.

To get involved email MUNO’s President,
Jelena Sarenac - modelunorg@yahoo.com.
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Pi Sigma Alpha

Pi Sigma Alpha is the National Honor
Society for Political Science students. The
recently elected president, Eric Talbot, and
vice president, Jennifer Willard, are look-
ing forward to creating enriching pro-
gramming for their fellow political science
students.

The 2008 Inductees Were:
Dawn Clement
Heather Dunbar
Brian Farrell

Adam Jones

Shawn McDonough
Andrew Smith

Eric Talbot

Kassi Tibbits

Kathy Tombarelli
Jennifer Willard

If you are already a member, you can con-

tact Eric at eric.talbot@maine.edu to get

involved.
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