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The USM Library supplies a variety
of resources relevant to linguistics.
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Orono. Like materials owned by the
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nals at the libraries at Bowdoin College in Brunswick and
Bates library in Lewiston. The stacks are open at both
institutions so USM students (and the general public) are free to use the resources on site. Any
materials held at these or other Maine libraries can be found via the Other Library Catalogs link
on the Library site. If you use the MaineCat link there for searching these libraries, there will

also be a link for requesting an item once you find something you need.

On the Other Library Catalogs page you will also find a link to WorldCat, a database that liter-
ally searches worldwide for books and journals. In general, always search for the nearest re-
sources first. But when you can’t find something on campus, in the U Maine System, or in
Maine, WorldCat is your choice. It also provides links for interlibrary loan requests.

All of these databases (URSUS, MaineCat, and WorldCat) allow you to export listings of materi-
als that you find for use in bibliographies.
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Often, especially for more advanced courses, you will need to
find journal articles. In these instances you will need to use
various specialized bibliographic databases.

Many of the 200 or so databases the Library has access to can be
useful occasionally, but there are four that are of particular value
for linguistics: LLBA (Linguistics and Language Behavior Ab-
stracts), PsychINFO (Psychological Abstracts), MEDLINE (for medical literature), and MLA
International Bibliography (sponsored by the Modern Language Association).

By far the most useful of these for
linguistics is LLBA. It covers
about 1,500 journals from around
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PsycINFO is most useful for find-
ing literature on aspects of psy-
cholinguistics (language processing in adults, language acquisition, speech and hearing disor-
ders, reading, and reading disorders).

MEDLINE is most helpful relative to studies pertaining to neurolinguistics (aphasia, dementia,
dyslexia).

The MLA International Bibliography may sometimes pick up studies in literature or composition
that touch on linguistic issues that would not be covered in LLBA.

A non-library resource that is very valuable for some purposes is Google Scholar
(.http://scholar.google.com). This is designed primarily for doing searches for work by specific
individuals. It provides an indication of how often a found item is cited on the web and can be
an excellent way to locate sites where you can find PDF files of slides used in conferences,
working papers, class notes, and a variety of other useful materials.



