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Homogeneity Postulate:  Coordinates arise within 
the same syntactic system as do other constructions.
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[ba] Food Signal

[do] Dominance/Threat

[mu] Movement Coordination

[ki] Courtship

Phase I
[ba] Food Signal

[do] Dominance/Threat
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[ki] Courtship
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[do ba]  {Dominance/Threat, Food Signal}

Wray,  ÒHolistic utterances...Ó, In Knight, et al. (Eds), (2000), pp. 285-302.
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[do ba]  {Dominance/Threat, Food Signal}

[mu] follow

[ba] food

[do] predator

Wray,  ÒHolistic utterances...Ó, In Knight, et al. (Eds), (2000), pp. 285-302.
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[mu] Movement Coordination
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[do mu ba] {do {mu ba}}do
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[do ba]  {Dominance/Threat, Food Signal}

[mu] follow
[ba] food
[do] predator
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[do mu ba] do
mu ba

{ Wow }

[ba] Food Signal

[do] Dominance/Threat

[mu] Movement coordination

[ki] Courtship

[mu] follow

[ba] food

[do] predator

[do ba]  {Dominance/Threat, Food Signal}
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{ Wow }

Phase IIIb
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[do mu ba] do
mu ba

Jane Joan

[ba] Food Signal

[do] Dominance/Threat

[mu] Movement coordination

[ki] Courtship

[mu] follow

[ba] food

[do] predator

[do ba]  {Dominance/Threat, Food Signal}

?
follow food

Question:  Is coordination-building a 
cognitive ÔfossilÕ, a relic of an earlier stage of 
language development that has been both 
extended and constrained by the emergence 
of hierarchical syntax?

¥ (Un)Headedness/Symmetry
¥ Likeness
¥ (Un)Commanded
¥ Case and agreement oddity
¥ All-or-none extraction
¥ ...
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1) Every boyi said that the princess liked hisi dog.

2) Every boyi and hisi dog left.

3) Every boyi, the girl, and hisi dog left.

4) Every boyi, his dogi, and the girl left.

Personal Pronouns

Language HaveÕ/ÕBeÕ
Main Verb

Strong Weak Conjunction Lexical Main 
Verb

Dutch 100 100 80 6 19
Dutch 85 100 96 5 39
English 5 3 4
English 82 67 30 12
Finnish 36 55 0 18
Finnish 4 5 0 4
French 50 15 53 0 5
French 4 1 28 0 0
German 16 28 0 6
German 52 28 1 13
Hebrew 80 1 22
Hindi 27 13 0 8
Italian 57 8 0 20
Italian 8 12 0 3
Polish 10 40 27 0 4

Serbo-Croatian 80 8
Serbo-Croatian 5 4 3 0

Swedish 50 9 0 18
Swedish 8 4 2 0
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ELW Interpretation

And basket and Toto basket Toto was in the basket.

Ball and Emily and heart attack She looked in the crystal ball and saw that 
her Aunt Emily was having a heart attack.

And hand bible and sit down He put his hand on the bible (swore an 
oath) and sat down.

Roy and Whammy pitched and strike one Roy pitched Whammy a strike.

Johnny and her no more She and Johnny broke up.

Babysitter and wrapping up toilet paper The babysitter was wrapping something in 
toilet paper.

Soldier and dying The soldier was dying.

And rain and come in and sleep It was raining and they came in to sleep.

Kegl , Brain and Language, 50:151-200 (1995), p. 188

Object 
Extraction

ÔWhoÕ
Wen waschen die BŠren?
(ÔWho are the bears washing?Õ)

ÔWhichÕ
Welchen Affen waschen die BŠren?
(ÔWhich monkey are the bears washing?Õ)

Coordi-
nation

ÔAndÕ
Die Frau und der Mann gie§en die Blumen
(ÔThe woman and the man are watering the ßowers?Õ)

Steiner  ÒOn the Comprehension of Coordination in AgrammatismÓ (2002)

ÔWhoÕ

ÔWhichÕ

ÔAndÕ
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Recap: evolution of two competences

Holistic 
System

Dynamic 
Set-Making Merge

Phase I !

Phase II ! !

Phase III ! ! !



Conclusions

Several lines of evidence seem to militate against 
homogeneity.

A notable feature of this approach is that it turns the 
usual problem of coordination on its head.

¥ The familiar unruliness of coordinate structures is 
expected.

¥ But, the apparent syntactic systematicity of some 
coordinate phenomena in some languages is 
unexpected and therefore problematic.
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