
Why Use Shepard’s Citations or KeyCite as Research Tools? 
 
 
Because change is inherent in the law and because of the doctrine of precedent and stare decisis, a 
researcher must determine the current status of a case. Say, for instance, you want to rely on the opinion 
in the case Able v. Baker. How do you know if that decision is still good law? Use a citator. A citator is 
a mechanical list that will refer you to every subsequent case that mentions the Able v. Baker decision. 
Editors read and analyze all the subsequent cases mentioning Able v. Baker and describe how those later 
cases treat the decision in Able v. Baker. In addition to cases, citators also cover statutes, administrative 
law, and some secondary material. The major citators are Shepard’s Citations by LexisNexis and 
KeyCite by Thomson West. A citator is not the only tool for finding other cases on your issue, but it can 
be a useful technique for locating information specific to your case in a single search. 
 

 Citators facilitate the verification of authority through a system of abbreviations or symbols that 
indicate whether a case has been affirmed, superseded, followed, or overruled by later cases. 

 Primary purpose is to indicate current status and treatment of a decision, a statute or a secondary 
source. 

 Coverage includes state, federal, and secondary material. 
 Published and updated in supplements in print format as well as electronic format. 
 Efficient, time-saving, user-friendly research tool. 
 Topical, like Shepard’s Bankruptcy Citations, as well as jurisdictional and regional such as 

Shepard’s Atlantic Reporter, 2nd Series (Maine Cases) or Shepard’s Supreme Court Reporter. 
 Useful for checking the status of cases as well as for finding and analyzing case law. 
 Shepard’s is a verb as well as a noun, i.e., Shepardize a case. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


