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The Lowly, Exalted

In the slow discovery of your home
how completely you feel your way.
 
Working among epiphytes and fallen
leaves–deliberate, silent as a separated
tongue–you push between liverworts,
 
nudge the double-winged samara
of maple seeds aside, and so go
further, slowly, on.
 
Great maples loom and lean across
this gorge, this lighted slot of  sky,
single October leaves dropping
 
a hundred feet in silent spirals.
Can you feel their shadows spin
and bump down in the dim ravine?
 
Our slight creek pours incessantly
from cobble bowl to stilling pool.
 
The thin sun ricochets and squirms,
lighting the dead fern–on the far bank–
 
silver.  Hermaphrodite, glistening one,
keeled and skirted, slick and textured
 
as the skins of  fallen fruit:
when confronted–your tentacles retreat
 
into your forehead,
when abandoned–you extend, languid,
deliberate; stretching for dim odors
 
and dusk–anticipating lichens, club mosses,
the mucus of another like yourself–detecting
 
as you go, in millimeter ripples,
every muted forest pulse.
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Spineless Wonders: Invertebrates as Inspiration celebrates the diversity of  species for the
2009 bicentennial of  Charles Darwin’s birth and the 150th anniversary of  On the

Origin of  Species. Invertebrates make up a vast group that includes worms, insects and
their larvae, spiders, jellyfish, shellfish such as crabs and shrimp, squid, and more –
97% of  all animal species are invertebrates. Paintings, prints, sculpture, poetry, video,
and work in clay, metal, fiber, glass, wood, and stone by 56 artists from around the
country are all part of this multi-dimensional exploration of the invertebrate world.

A poetry chapbook, The Lowly, Exalted and Other Poems, accompanies the exhibit,
featuring poets who express a passion and curiosity about the invertebrate world.
Poems and other exhibit information are online at www.usm.maine.edu/lac/art.
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September 8 -  December 18, 2009

Spineless Wonders is presented in partnership with:

The Stanton Bird Club, with programming that
includes all natural history topics, offers two events
with a focus on invertebrate ecology:

     • Sat., Sept. 12, 8:30 a.m.-1:00 a.m., invertebrates
field trip along the shores and tide pools of  Two
Lights State Park in Cape Elizabeth.

     • Oct. 3, Sat., 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Fall Festival at
Thorncrag Nature Sanctuary. A day of  fun activities
for all ages to discover the secrets of the forest,
fields, and wetland habitats in the fall.

For details: www.stantonbirdclub.org or call Susan
Hayward, 782-5238.

Auburn Public Library will present activities for
children including an urban field trip, creating a worm
farm, writing poetry about invertebrates, puppet-
making, folding origami invertebrates,  discovering a
zoo in pond water with a microscope and more.  For
details: www.auburn.lib.me.us or call Sharon Hawkes,
333-6640.

Lewiston Public Library is a “Cornerstones of
Science” Library, a national science literacy initiative
for all ages, and will have displays and programming.
For details: www.lplonline.org or call Rick Speer, 513-
3004, ext 3501

We gratefully appreciate the loan of  audio-visual
equipment from Agren Appliance and Television.

School and group tours of the exhibition are available
free of  charge. For more information contact Robyn
Holman, 753-6554, holman@usm.maine.edu.

www.usm.maine.edu/lac/art . Exhibit hours: M-Th,
8-8; F, 8-4:30; Sat., 9-3; closed holidays.
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