Sen. Susan (. Collins
aS#HC %rsiﬂg Commencement
%ﬂq 13 2006
President @a/feﬂdua’e, Dean %%scﬁlz'ﬂg, '@-ﬁdifpersorz %@dfgers, a?sﬁngw’sﬁea’

ofdcu/é{, fdmz'/ies, frz’erzds, and, above all, honored grda’uﬂfes: ilis a slpecz'a/ ,priw'/ege for

me fo address you on this, your d’daz/.

&ris a’daz/ mdrks a sigﬂj}'cdm‘ milestone in yonr Lives, and for our health care

soz/sfem. Sorme gf yon will now o[bz'ﬂ the hedlth care wonﬁferce for the /}'rsf time, some will

be rg[bz'ﬂiﬂg it and others will continue their education. But all gf o have dedicated

owurse/c)es fo the de/ioerg{ gf ea?erlf com/pdsszbﬂdfe health care.
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A is a res}wﬂsz'éz'/zlz/ yon have dccepfea’ becanse yon kﬂow that mtrsz'ﬂg is noft J'usf

a J'oé) but a ca//}'ﬂg. I answering that call, yon have become the fdce and the hands cg/’

health care. At has been said that the best exercise fo sz‘reﬂgfﬁeﬂ the heart is fo reach

down and /‘gff someone else up. Mour sfmﬂg hearts led you fo this }pmfessz'oﬂ, and the

work that lies ahead will md,(’e them even sz‘mﬂger.

3/:9147' gf‘ dd’l/ldfi@ﬂ 6ﬂﬂ£5 lo an eﬂd a’dys (y’ ﬁdr d/ erk dﬂd /Oﬂg ﬁour S. % corme

are ddys gf even harder work and /oﬂger hours. o:{f il's any consolation, at least you gef

lo trade H(r. é)'zm, the }pd/ieﬂ/ sitnulator, for the wofza’e;ﬁt/ 3fer/1'ﬂg pins you have

received l‘oa’q‘z/. @fy'ooz/ this moment and celebrate yonr achievements.
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(75 you celebrate, I know you are mindful of the debt you owe fo those who helped
get you this day. @he dedicated faculty and staff here at GIT(. Family members who
helped make it possible for you to pursue your education. (7 teacher who planted the love
of learning in you. (Tn employer who set your schedule around your schookwork. Sou owe
them all a great deal, and you have chosen a profession that allows you fo give back in

h'ﬂd @e choice Hon have made is evidence gf Hyour character and commitment

Nou have made this choice at a time when our nation’s health-care 5é/5fem fdces
many cﬁa//eﬂge& Flone g’ those cﬁd//eﬂges 15 ds urgemf or as relevant fo yon, than the

critical 5ﬁorfdge gf nurse and nursing fdcu/y In %fﬂe, ﬂedréz/ /0 ,nerceﬂ/ gf



IMoye 4 09 9

nursing p@sifzbﬂs al ﬁospifd/s across our state are vacani and we also fdce ]nerszlsfeﬂf

sﬁorz‘dges in our nursing homes, home health agencies, and other health care fdcz'/z'/z'es.

%reooer, the @e}pdrl‘mem‘ gf Labor estimates that (Tmerica’s demand /or

%egz'sferea’ Hlurses will grow by 29 percent by the year 2014 in order fo accommodate

Increasing }vdl‘ierzf needs and fo re}p/ace refin'ﬂg nurses. dn the fufure, 7( s will }n/dg an

evern /drger role as 8 million 6d601/ boomers age and reguire addifional health care

services.

ﬂdf is Wﬁy J ﬁdoe f leljﬁf SO Adf‘ d/ lo increase / I/lﬂdGﬂg f or nurse wor/gf orce

programs, which }p/daz/ such a vital role in recmifiﬂg and re/aim'ﬂg nurses. (Ind we have
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ﬁdd, SOMe SHUCCeSS. %ﬂdiﬂy f or nurse ed’qufl.@ﬂ }Df'@gf' ams ﬁds z'ﬂcredsea’ @ d/m(%)“f 30

percent since 200).

But now is not the fime to take onr foot off the accelerator. Current funding
levels still fail fo meet the growing need for nurses. Last month, d led a bipartisan
group of 54 Qenators calling upon the ppropriations Committee to allocate 0I5
million in_federal funding fo address this crifical shorfage. @his increased funding for

nursing education and worfforce development programs is essential- F2 percent of our
nation’s hospitals reported a shortage of Ki(s in 2004. @his scarcity of Kils has put
the lives of patients at risk. (7 recent study found that for roughly a guarter of hospital

}pd/z'em‘ deaths and injuries, Jow nursing sfgfj Jevels were a corz/riéuﬁﬂg fdcfon
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Grother s/uag/ }wté/isﬁea’ in the How é;lj/a"fz/ 0%///714/ Q’ ledbere fomza’ that

}pdfz'enfs n ﬁoslm'fd/s with fewer regz'sferea’ nurses were more /z'ke‘/;/ fo szoiffer from

comp/ical‘zbﬂs /1)(’9 prenmonia, lo stay in the ﬁoslm'/d/ /@ﬂger, and fo die from freatable

conditions /z'ke 3&00/(’ and gdsfroz'ﬂfesfiﬂd/ 6/eea/iﬂg.

@eg@rzd that lie the uﬂ}precea’enfea’ cﬁa//enges gf the 21 @eﬂ/ﬂfg{. Since

5epfeméer 11, 2001 we have been reminded cj Just how important onr /}'rsf res}mma’ers

are, 1'ﬂc/ua9'ﬂg nurses. dn the event g/’ another d/fdc/g }pdr/icu/dr‘/g with 61'o/ogicd/ or

chemical wedpons, or an ou/éreak gf a }pdrza/emic f/u, nurses will be on the from‘ lines.

&he res}vwzsiéz'/zﬁes yon will shoulder must be matched 6[5/ sglyzbzém‘ resources.
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% d/f‘ edd‘g( ﬁdoe seen fﬁe d?f‘ e corzsequeﬂces (gf a gdp é@f“)@@ﬂ 7‘6510(9775161/”(165 dﬂd,

resources. @pe Qenate Pomeland 5ecurzé/ @wnmﬂfe@ which J chair, has o[usf

concluded it invesligation gf the response fo Durricane % atrina. While the slory gf

7(’ afrina i7s /drge‘/y one gf fdi/ures across all levels gf governmen, it also is a story y

exfrdora?ndf;q commitment and heroism.

Pealth care }pmfesszbﬂd/s) z'ﬂc/ua?fzg countless nurses, were among the heroes (gf

mfriﬂd. Gmid the devastation o 7( atrina, with facilifies destroyed and plans shatfered,
£4 P

fﬁcg/ workea’ éeyoﬂd the poz'm‘ (gf exhaustion fo care for victhims fﬁrougﬁouf the @u”//’

%egz'oﬂ. @eoz/ a’epn'oea’ themseles of. fooa/ and water so that their patients would have
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eﬂougﬁ. 5@0@7‘@ SA(W‘ /dges (gf 51{}0}0/165 dﬂd, f di/eﬂ’ eqm}'pmeﬂf were rep/dcea’ @

exfrdora?ﬂdf;q z'ﬂgeﬂm'éz/ and enerqy.

(ngefﬁer, we can and must build a health-care s{gsz‘em that will meet these

cﬁd//eﬂges. In addition fo kcomz'ng caregivers, healers, counselors, and consolers, yon,

as nurses, will become invaluable resources in crqffiﬂg the needed solutions. @pe }pdz‘ﬁ

fo a betler health care soqsfem will be a’gfj}bu/lf We need nurses /eda?ﬂg the way.

&ris will not be easy. %}‘ﬁiﬂg in fzursifzg ever is. Put it is the call yon have

answered, and Jg kﬂow the burden will oﬂéq sfreﬂg/ﬁeﬂ yonr hearts. A /ﬁdﬂk you all for
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I%@ commifment y@lxl ﬁm)@ Iﬂdde) commeﬂa’ y@l{ / or ‘g/eur ﬁdf‘ d, W(W‘k dﬂd dgdl'ﬂ %’f’ er mé/

coﬂgrd/u/dl‘zbﬂs for your ou/sfaﬂa?ng achievements.



